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The personality and life of Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)
are so interesting and attractive for the historian that if we
are concerned with medieval philosophy, art, politics or the
Church, we inevitably encounter his name. In spite of being
amonk leading an ascetic and contemplative life, his activity
and influence reached into every field of high medieval life.
Bernard was the last of the Church Fathers. After his death,
he was declared a Doctor of the Church, and for a long time he
was one of the most popular French saints.
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Osobnost a Zivot Bernarda z Clairvaux (1090 - 1153) su natolko zaujimavé a pre historikov pritazlivé, Ze nech
pracujeme s dielom zaoberajiicim sa stredovekou filozofiou, umenim, politikou alebo cirkvou, musime zdko-
nite narazit na jeho meno. Napriek tomu, zZe bol mnichom Zzijiicim asketickym a kontemplativnym Zivotom,
jeho pésobenie a vplyv zasahuji do kaZdej oblasti vrcholnostredovekej spolocnosti. Bernard bol poslednym
z cirkevnych otcov, posmrtne bol vyhldseny aj za ucitela cirkvi, no a dlhd dobu patril k najobliibenejsim fran-
cuzskym sviitcom.
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