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Cervenka, Juraj. A native of east Slovakia defended Washington. Major Karol Semsei, a direct participant in the American Civil War.
Historia, 2020, 19, 2, pp. 4-10.

After Confederate forces bombarded Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbour on 12 April 1861 and started the Civil War, thousands of men
in the North voluntarily joined the army to fight in defence of the United States of America. Many European immigrants wanted to
repay their debt to their new homeland, make a living or find adventure. One of them was Karol Semsej from Kractinovce in the County
of Sari§ in eastern Slovakia. Major Semsej wore the uniform of an officer of the Union in 1861 and 1862, when the Southern Confeder-
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