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The Ming dynasty was the last imperial dynasty in China ruled by
ethnic Han Chinese. It was the ruling dynasty of China - then
known as the Great Ming Empire - for 276 years providing some
degree of safety and peace for its inhabitants. The population
increased significantly, the Ming built a plenty of buildings we can
still admire, especially in the capital city, Beijing. The problem

of the dynasty was the rigidity of the whole system of the state
administration, lack of possibilities to innovate and the high level
of corruption. Emperors often became strongly influenced by the
palace intrigues of eunuchs, and the country was unable to obtain
benefits from the growing international business. At the end the
dynasty, masses of Chinese peasants who were starving, unable

to pay their taxes, and no longer afraid of the frequently defeated
Chinese army, began to form into huge bands of rebels. In 1644
Beijing was defeated by rebels and the last Ming emperor hanged
himself ona treein the imperial garden near to the Forbidden
city. In order to defeat the rebels, the Chinese army asked for help
from the enemy Manchus, who helped to defeat the rebels but then
proclaimed their young leader Emperor and established the Qing
dynasty. In spite of this, Ming loyalists survived for several decades
in the south of China.
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Portrét cisara Hongwu, zakladatela dynastie Ming, z 18. storocia
Zdroj: Photo by Fine Art Images/Heritage Images/Getty Images

Vlddu mongolskej dynastie Yuan (Jiian), ktord panovala do roku 1368, ukoncilo viacero [udovych povstani,
okrem iného aj povstanie Cervenych turbanov prepojené s tajnou budhistickou spolocnostou Bielych lotosov.
Po podozrivej smrti vodcu Cervenych turbanov sa k moci dostal Zhu Yuanzhang (Cu Jiian-cang), chudobny
muz rolnickeho pévodu, ktory sa ako dieta v snahe o preZitie uchylil do buddhistického klastora. Roku 1352
sa pridal k Cervenym turbanom, kde si rychlo ziskal sldvu najmé po tom, ako sa oZenil s nevlastnou dcérou
ich vodcu. Po pdde dynastie sa vyhldsil za cisdra. Do histdrie vosiel pod menom Hongwu (Chung-wu) ako prvy
cisdr dynastie, ktord sa nazyva Ming (jasnd), co do urcitej miery koresponduje s ideou prichodu vlddy svetla
(jasu), ktord Sirili buddhisti.
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