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HHLAVACKOVA, Miriam. ... if you throw a net into this river, it will never come out empty. “ Fish in medieval way of life.
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We can read about medieval fish not only in town or monastic accounts, but also in various genres of literature from the period. We find
mentions of them in encyclopaedias, dictionaries, health manuals (Regimina sanitatis), moral anecdotes in sermons intended for Lent
and finally in cookery books. Christianity significantly contributed to development of the use of fish by introducing fast days. Since
eating fish was allowed on fast days, this type of animal was interpreted generously. Animals connected with water by their way of life
were assigned to it: beavers from which the back legs and tails were eaten, bivalves, snails, frogs, crustaceans and otters.
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Ked'taliansky humanista Marzio Galeotto spisoval Znamenité, miudre i Zartovné vyroky a ciny krdla Mateja,
vyjadril ddiv nad tym, akd ,hojnost vybornych ryb” ma Uhorské kralovstvo. Popri Save, Drdve a Dunaji
ospevuje rieku Tisu, tak bohati na ryby, ,Ze sa medzi lud'mi, ktori Ziju v jej okoli, hovori, Ze dve tretiny
rieky tvori voda a jednu tretinu ryby.” Potvrdzuje to dalej aj vlastnou skiisenostou: , Isté vsak je, a sam
som to na vlastné oci videl, Ze siet, ktord hodis do tejto rieky, nikdy nevytiahnes prazdnu. VZdy vytiahnes
aspon niekolko ryb, a veru aj velkych. Okrem toho ma Uhorsko jazerd, rybniky a dalsie rieky, oplyvajiice
vybornymi a v inych krajindch neznamymi rybami. *’
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