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The study analyses the symbolic instrumentalization of the national hero M.R.
Stefanik in the context of the modified form of Slavonic community in the 20th
century. In the inter-war period, the symbol of Stefanik was used to strengthen the
Czechoslovak — Yugoslav alliance on the basis of Slavonic brotherhood. The polit-
ical representatives of independent Slovakia and Croatia during the Second World
War refused to build their inter-state relations on the basis of Slavonic community.
From the point of view of Zagreb, Stefanik appeared pro-Serb and pro-Yugoslav,
so he was an undesirable symbol for the Croats. Emphasis on the strong Slavonic
and Serbophil identity of Stefinik became an instrument for Slovak opposition
oriented circles to articulate their resistance to the Cudak regime and the Slovak
state.

Symbol. Slavonic reciprocity. Serbophilism. Czechoslovak-Yugoslav alliance. Mi-
lan Rastislav Stefanik. Slavko Kvaternik.

Autori Stefanikovych Zivotopisov ¢asto poukazuju na skutoénost, e jednym z faktorov
formujucich identitu buduceho generala od jeho utleho detstva bolo slovenské a slovan-
ské citenie rodicovskej domacnosti. Jan Juricek sa napriklad vo svojej popularizaénej
knizke o Stefanikovi zmiefiuje o generalovom otcovi takto: ,, Vo versoch P. Stefinika
[...] sa zraci priamociare viastenectvo a neotrasitelna viera, ze mocni slovanski bratia
zachrania nas narod od zahynutia. Na stendch kosarisskej fary viseli obrazy mnohych
poprednych ruskych a inych slovanskych dejatelov. **!

Na ilustraciu silného slovanského, resp. rusofilského citenia Stefanikovcov sa v spo-
mienkovej literatire uvadza napriklad aj opis detskych hier na dvore kosari$skej evan-
jelickej fary, na ktorych sa pochopitel'ne zicastnoval aj maly Milan: hra na franctzsko-
ruskt vojnu spravidla kon¢ila poucenim zo strany otca. Ten svojim det’om s neskryvanou
hrdost'ou vykladal o Napoleonovi, ktory vojensky pokoril takmer celt Eurdpu, ale pred
Ruskom musel jednoducho kapitulovat’: ,, Inokedy cela fara ozyvala sa piesniami. Chlap-
ci — Igor, Lacko, Milanko a Palko — vzali ohreb, na ktory zavesili kus odevu a spravili si
takto zastavu. Najstarsi Igor iSiel vpredu, za nim ostatni chlapci a tento sprievod chodil

1 JURICEK, Jan. Milan Rastislav Stefénik. Bratislava : VydavatePstvo Q 111, 2006, s. 9. ISBN
8089092292.
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