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Corruption in any possible manifestation is a phenomenon that seems to
be inherent in the development of human societies. That applies also to the
nascent Slovak political Catholicism that was confronted with the vice of
corruption even in its early days. The study highlights the corruption affair
of 1911 and the entanglement of Florian Tomének, Catholic priest and ed-
itor of the newspaper “Slovenské I'udové noviny” (Slovak People’s News)
and one of the closest allies of Andrej Hlinka. New findings that are based
on a detailed analysis of the press at that time and which are supplemented
by fundamental research in archives will cast light on local corruption be-
fore the First World War and will highlight its mechanisms that were part
of the power struggle in Slovakia.
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Pozadie korup¢nej aféry

Uplatkarska aféra, ktora vypukla na jesen v roku 1911, a jej dopad na domécu
politickl scénu mali korene v obdobi kratko pred vol'bami do uhorského sne-
mu v roku 1910.! Uhorska vlada vtedy z taktickych dovodov prejavila ocho-
tu diskutovat’ o moznosti uzakonenia vSeobecného volebného prava, aplikacii
narodnostného zakona v praxi a o vladnej podpore slovenskych kandidatov na
poslancov.? Z poverenia Slovenskej narodnej strany (SNS) o tom s predstavitel’-
mi vlady grofa Karoly Khuen-Hédervaryho (1849 — 1918) rokovali Milan Hodza
(1878 — 1944) a Ferko Skycak (1870 — 1953). Slovenski politici presved¢eni
vladnymi vyjednavaémi sa zaviazali, ze v niektorych slovenskych volebnych
okresoch podporia kandidatov Narodnej strany prace a poc¢as kampane sa zdrzia
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2 Konkrétne islo o poslancov v tychto okresoch: Ferko Skyc¢ak v Bobrove, Milan Hodza vo Vr-
bovom, Ferdinand Juriga v Stupave, Pavol Blaho v Moravskom sv. Jane a Matej Metod Bella
v Liptovskom sv. Mikulasi.
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