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Hungarus consciousness was an ideological current, which originated at the end
of the 18™ century as a reaction to various forms of liberalism and nationalism.
Although it had a marginal position from the beginning, some of its features still
survive in various considerations of the nationality question in the successor states
of the former Kingdom of Hungary. The most important supporters of Hungarus
consciousness were Gregor Berzeviczy, Jan Caplovi¢ and Juraj Karol Rumy. All
three came from multi-ethnic environments, spoke several languages, and so natu-
rally rejected the basic idea of the ethnic Hungarian or Magyar nationalists, who
wanted to establish the Hungarian language as the state language and demanded
the gradual assimilation of the non-Magyar nations and nationalities in the King-
dom of Hungary. The idea that united them, derived from the idea of the Kingdom
of Hungary as a community of equal nations. However, this “ideal state”, described
by King Stephen I in his advice to his son Imrich, had no chance to succeed in the
conditions of ever more dominant Hungarian ethnic nationalism.

Ideological currents in the Kingdom of Hungary in the 19" century. Hungarus
consciousness. Nationalism. The nationality question in the Kingdom of Hungary
and various proposals for solving it. Multi-lingualism versus language as the basic
attribute of the nation.

,»Revolucie a jej ucastnikov treba pozorovat z bezprostrednej blizkosti a posudit' s vel-
kym odstupom ** — povedal Simoén Bolivar! a jeho aforistickd poznamka sa da aplikovat’
aj na priklade povedomia Hungarus. Je sice pravda, Ze neslo o revoluciu, ale o dlhodoby
historicky jav, ktory v 19. storo¢i ¢elil modernejsim ideologiam, predovsetkym osvieten-
stvu a liberalizmu a taktiez r6znym podobam nacionalizmu. V tejto marginalnej pozicii
vsak zintenzivnela potreba sebavyjadrenia, ¢o sa prejavilo aj vo vystipeniach novych
zastancov povedomia Hungarus. V nasledujticej studii predstavime troch najzname;j-
$ich predstavitel'ov tohto myslienkového pradu: Gregora Berzeviczyho, Jana Caploviéa
a Karola Juraja Rumyho. Prezentujeme ich reakcie na dobové vyzvy a sledujeme, ¢o sa
z povedomia Hungarus zachovalo do dnesnych cias.

Radikdlny Hungarus Gregor Berzeviczy a Sance burZoaznej premeny

Gregor Berzeviczy, najvyznamnejsi a najagilnejsi predstavitel’ povedomia Hungarus,
sa usiloval tato ideologiu a jej prejavy zdynamizovat’ prostrednictvom svojej rozsiahlej
autorskej ¢innosti, dodat’ jej politicky podton a premenit ju na realnu politicku alterna-
tivu. Analyza jeho aktivit je jasnym ukazovatel'om toho, aké Sance mala tato politicka
alternativa na presadenie sa a akl mala podporu zo strany spolo¢nosti a politickych kru-
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