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The Danube was one of the most important rivers in ancient geography. Its
upper and middle course divided the Romans from the tribes to the north,
while its lower course separated the Greek world from the Scythians. In
ancient thought it was not only a real natural barrier, but also the boundary
of the oikumené, the meeting place between the civilized world and the
mythical north. The study considers the phases of the process of discov-
ering the Danube from its first mentions until Augustus, when its whole
length was known as a result of Roman expansion. The whole process of
exploration is evaluated on the basis of ancient sources, epigraphy and
archaeological finds. Relevant events are mentioned, and the sources of
various ideas and traditions are analysed.

Key words: Danube. Antiquity. Ancient geography. Herodotos. Augustus.

Uvod
Dunaj so svojou dizkou takmer tri tisic kilometrov zohraval v antike jeden z naj-
podstatnejsich prvkov geografického vnimania. V mysleni antickych vzdelan-
cov rozdeloval Europu na dve polovice a anticky svet oddel'oval od neznameho
a bajami opradeného severu. Nebol iba geografickou hranicou, ale civiliza¢nou
bariérou, prirodzenou i moralnou zastitou. Zaroven by bolo chybné ho vnimat’
vyhradne ako hranicu. Dunaj znamenal i spojnicu, ktora bolo mozné prekrocit’
na lodiach ponténovych mostov alebo cez zimu po hladine pokrytej l'adom. Ako
dopravna tepna spajal kultury, pozdiZ jeho toku prechadzali tovary i 1égie.

V ociach antickych autorov ziskaval tok Dunaja svoju podobu celé starocia.
Ciel'om mojej stadie bolo naznacit’ proces jeho spoznavania a poukazat’ na uda-
losti a $irsie stvislosti, ktoré prispeli k ziskaniu poznatkov o rieke, a to s ohla-

193



