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The study is concerned with the activities of Vladimir Clementis (1901-1952)
in directing the diplomacy of Czechoslovakia, especially in the role of foreign
minister in the period 1948-1950. As head of Prague diplomacy after the com-
munist coup of February 1948, Clementis, a leftist intellectual and “undogmatic”
communist, still attempted to achieve some degree of autonomy in the foreign
policy of people’s democratic Czechoslovakia. However, the growing Cold War
between the Soviet Union and the West reduced the space for such a policy almost to
zero. The views of Moscow became the deciding factor for the diplomatic activity
of Czechoslovakia, and the majority of specific steps, including the appointment of
personnel to the Prague diplomatic apparatus, were not decided by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, but by the apparatus of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia. In February 1949, Clementis was forced to introduce
a radical reorganization of his office according to the model of the Soviet Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, which gave the Prague foreign ministry roughly the organiza-
tional structure it retained for the whole 40 year duration of the regime. In relation
to the overall development of world politics, Clementis had to give up most of
his more independent positions. However, pressure from the “Stalinists” led by
V. Siroky, led to him being deprived of his post in March 1950 and replaced by
Siroky himself. In 1952, Clementis fell victim to a fabricated political trial.
Czechoslovakia. Czechoslovak diplomacy. International relations at the beginning
of the Cold War. Communist / Stalinist regimes and repression.

Osobnost Vladimira Clementise pfitahovala jiz od Sedesatych let minulého stoleti znac-
nou pozornost historikd ,,politickych* i literarnich, vétSina badatelt vSak az donedavna
ptipominala mnohem vice jeho aktivity kulturni ¢i kulturné politické.* Zatimco v $ir§im
slovenském povédomi je ukotven predev§im jako symbol intelektualni levice, jejimz
erbovnim znamenim byla bezesporu ptedvalecna revue DAV, jeho role z aspektu Ces-
ko-slovenského, ,,statniho®, lezi — a to i z hlediska dosavadniho badani — ponékud ve
stinu. Pfitom Clementis nalezel jiz v letech druhé svétové valky k tém pfednim Cinitelim
cesko-slovenského exilu, ktefi se zamysleli nad postavenim pfistiho obnoveného statu

1 Z dosavadni literatury o Clementisovi je tfeba pfipomenout zvlasté dosud nejuplngjsi politickou biografii:
HOLOTIKOVA, Zdena — PLEVZA, Viliam. Vladimir Clementis. Bratislava 1967 (a 2.vyd. 1972), a dale
fadu studii Stefana Druga, zv14§té jeho monografii: Viadimir Clementis. Srov. téZ jeho vybérovou edici:
DRUG, Stefan (Ed.). Viadimir Clementis — Zivot a dilo v dokumentech. Bratislava 1993; DRUG, Stefan.
Clementis. Kulturny publicista. Bratislava : Obzor, 1967.
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