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The Communist Party of Slovakia (CPS) formed in May 1939, became a govern-
ment party in spring 1945. Its membership base grew rapidly, reaching almost
200,000 by the end of 1945. After re-registration of members and party screening
at the end of 1945 and beginning of 1946, the party had about 150,000 members in
the middle of 1946, but their number was again approaching 200,000 at the time
of the February coup of 1948. The organizational structure of the CPS comprised
four parts. The first was the local or village organizations, the second was the
district organizations in all 80 districts, and the third was the 11 regional organiza-
tions. The fourth and highest part was the leadership of the CPS, that is the Central
Committee and associated bodies. The CPS had a professional party apparatus.
It was not very numerous, with perhaps 200 functionaries from the districts to
the centre. This number increased only slightly up to February 1948. After the
liberation, the central figures in the leadership of the CPS were Karol Smidke and
Gustav Husak. This leadership was removed at the national conference of the CPS
at Zilina in August 1945. Viliam Siroky became chairman of the party, and Stefan
Bastovansky became general secretary. The CPS was formally an independent
political party, but it worked in unity with the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia,
active in the Czech Lands, and was subordinate to its political line.
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Komunisticka strana Slovenska vznikla v maji 1939. Do zastavenia ¢innosti Komunis-
tickej strany Ceskoslovenska na Slovensku (celoslovensky kraj KSC) v oktobri 1938
riadilo jej pracu ilegalne Krajinské vedenie KSC so sidlom v Bratislave. Najzname;jsi
funkcionari KSC na Slovensku (Viliam Siroky, Karol Bacilek, Vladimir Clementis, Ka-
rol Smidke a d’alsi) odisli postupne do emigracie, strana presla do ilegality. Na zéklade
uznesenia Sekretariatu Exekutivy Komunistickej internacionaly z 22. februara 1939 !
prijala v maji 1939 organizacia KSC na Slovensku nazov Komunisticka strana Sloven-

1 Sekretariat Exekutivy Komunistickej internacionaly prijal uznesenie, v ktorom sa uvadzalo: ,, Vzhladom
na vyhlasenie autonomie Slovenska a Zakarpatska povazuje sekretaridat vykonného vyboru KI za ucelné,
aby slovensky a zakarpatsky kraj KSC boli premenované na Komunistickii stranu Slovenska a Komunis-
tickii stranu Zakarpatska, pricom strana ako celok nadalej ponesie ndzov Komunisticka strana Ceskoslo-
venska a vedenie strany nadalej ostdva jednotné pre celé Ceskoslovensko. “ Narodni archiv Praha (dalej
NA), fond (dalej £.) UV KSC, 03/10 (Komisia UV KSC na preskiimanie opravnenosti kritiky burzoazne-
ho nacionalizmu, vznesenej na IX. zjazde KSS v roku 1950, tzv. barnabitska komisia), zv. 20, a. j. 234.
Publikované SKURLO, Ivan. Celoslovenské konferencia KSS v Ziline roku 1950 a &o jej predchadzalo.
In Historicky casopis, 1971, ro€. 19, €. 2, s. 166.
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