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The aim of this article is to give an account of the ritualized ways of com-
munication of the ruling communities of the high and later Middle Ages
in the Central European region. It focuses on the neighbouring realms of
Bohemia, Hungary and Austria in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries
(c. 1250 — c. 1350). It argues that the ruling communities were formed
from diverse political groups, most prominently represented by the ruler
and his entourage (dynasty, court) on the one hand and the elites (both lay
and spiritual) on the other. The rule (lordship) over a particular realm was
a mixture of co-operation, competition and compromise between these
groups. Secondly, these political communities therefore felt the constant
need for public representation of their status, rank and symbolic role with-
in the society. Effective ways to express belonging to a political group
included a range of symbols, gestures and specific rhetoric.
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V tomto prispevku by sme chceli predstavit’ novy vyklad foriem komunikacie
a reprezentacie politickych elit vo vrcholnom stredoveku v stredoeurépskom re-
gidne. Zameriame sa pritom na izemia Uhorska, Rakuska, Ciech a Moravy v 13.
a 14. storoci (priblizne medzi rokmi 1250 a 1350). Pri naSom uchopeni témy je
potrebné aplikovat’ viacero interdisciplinarnych pristupov k problematike a pre-
dostriet, prirodzene, aj porovnavajucu sondu do pramenného materialu zo spo-
menutych troch Gizemi.! Tento pristup vychadza z dvoch zakladnych premis.

1 Ku konceptu a metodoldgii tohto prispevku pozri Pohl, Walter. Introduction: Meanings of
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