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What does the “nation“ mean to Catholics in Slovakia? How has its 
meaning changed over time? These and similar questions are time and 
again becoming relevant against the backdrop of the current resurgence 
of nationalist moods and politics. However, social researchers in Slova-
kia, historians of religion included, have yet to answer these questions 
satisfactorily. Meaning-making among Catholics in post-war Slovakia has 
been and remains an uncharted territory. The reasons are both ideological 
and methodological. Focusing on the methodological part of the issue, 
this paper proposes an approach to the study of religion which combines 
theoretical and methodological innovations brought about by the Cultural 
Turn and the ensuing post-confessional critique of modern and post-mod-
ern approaches in the study of religion.
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Čo znamená pre katolíkov na Slovensku „národ“? Ako sa tento význam mení  
a menil v čase? Tieto a podobné otázky, rovnako ako vo všeobecnosti vzťah ka- 
tolicizmu k pojmu národa sa opäť dostávajú na program dňa na pozadí migračnej 
krízy, vzostupu nacionalizmu či destabilizácie doterajších nadnárodných lojalít 
a geopolitických zoskupení. Tieto zmeny však historikov, a konkrétnejšie his-
torikov náboženstva, na Slovensku nachádzajú nepripravených. Významy poj-
mu národ, tak ako sú konštruované a performované katolíkmi, sa v slovenskej 


