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Since its foundation, the activities of the Catholic Church have had a strong feature-the
proclamation of the Gospel. The activity became very important after the great
geographical explorations in the overseas region in 15th and 16th centuries. The author
managed to obtain some facts on the Jesuitic missionaries, that were bom in the territory of
Slovakia and that were active in the overseas countries. Father L. Oros seems to be the first
Slovak missionary in the overseas countries. From 1726 till 1769, he was active in
Paraguay. Father Hedri was active in Chile at the same time. Father F. Eder seems to be an
important personality. He was from Banska Stiavnica and was a missionary among Indians
in Peru from 1750 till 1769. After he had been expelled from his mission, he returned to
Slovakia and wrote a significant work on the Mochos indian tribe.

History. Slovakia. The Slovak Jesuitic missionaries in the overseas countries in 17th and
18th centuries.

Podstatnou ¢rtou €innosti katolickej cirkvi bola od zaCiatku misijnad praca. Prikaz jej
zakladatel'a: ,,Chodte do celého sveta a hlasajte evanjelium“ (Mk. 16,15) brala cirkev
vzdy vézne a usilovala sa ho naplnit vo vSetkych obdobiach, na v3etkych
kontinentoch, medzi vietkymi obyvatel'mi zemegule. Podl'a mozZnosti doby to robila s
vacsimi ¢i menSimi Uspechmi, medzi blizSimi €i vzdialenejSimi narodmi. Ak nie
vietky, tak aspori vagsina narodov Eurdpy vdaci za svoju kultlim, pismo, vzdelanost,
ba neraz za svoju narodnd existenciu prave misijnej €innosti katolickej cirkvi.
Slovensko nie je v tomto smere vynimkou, ba prave na fiom sa vyslovené
konstatovania potvrdzuju velmi vyrazne. Hibka a velkost uvedeného prikazu je najma
v tom, Ze nie je obmedzeny ani geograficky, ani ¢asové, ani nacionalne. Jednotlivé
narody a generacie zvacsa tento prikaz plnili, a tak do ich dejin patri aj vyskum tohto
fenoménu.

Slovensko sa neliSilo od inych kultdrnych eurépskych narodov ani v misijnej €in-
nosti. Vyskum tohto fenoménu patri aj do starSich i novsich slovenskych narodnych
dejin. Osobitnd pozornost' treba venovat vyskumu misijnej €innosti pri spracivani
cirkevnych dejin. VaESinou je to eSte pole neorané, dhor, kde nevidiet” ani kamienky,
z ktorych by sa dala zloZit' nejakd mozaika. Prave preto je potrebné, aby sa zacalo s
vyhladdvanim tychto kamienkov, aby sa po €ase dal z nich vytvorit' na tejto takmer
Uplne bielej ploche nejaky konkrétny obraz. Relativne mlada slovenska historiografia
nestacila eSte ani zaevidovat' vSetky javy, ktoré patria alebo maju patrit’ do jej zaujmo-
vej sféry. Bezpochyby tam patri aj Cimiost misionarov zo Slovenska, ktori i vo
vzdialenych krajinach Sirili krestanstvo a kultdru. Splacali tak dlh za to, Ze sami
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