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Jan Herkel belonged to the number of the catholic scholars who got involved in the Slovak
National Movement dated in to the first third of the 19t century. In 1826 he wrote and
published an article in which he argued against the ideas of Hungarian patriot A. Thaisz. J.
Herkel’ was defending the principles of linguistic and national equality and plurality within
Habsburg monarchy. He tried to prove that the Slavs had the right to be called a nation. His
arguments followed from Habsburg titles. He stated that within the Habsburg monarchy the
Hungarians represent one kingdom only, but the Slavs six kingdoms. Herkel refused this
thesis claiming that Hungary is Magyar national state. That conclusion followed from the
text analysis and from the comparison of the Slovak translation of Herkel”s defence.
History. Slovakia. Slovak-Hungarian relations. National defences 19th century.

Roku 1969 uverejnil Augustin Matovcik na strankach Historickych Stadii text dovtedy
neznamej narodnej obrany Jana Herkel'a.! Rukopisna verzia - odpis alebo predloha
tlaCeného textu - sa zachovala v Archive literatiry a umenia Slovenskej narodnej
kniZznice v Martine (v pozostalosti Martina Hamuljaka).2 A. Matov¢ik ju publikoval
v pdvodnom madarskom zneni a pripojil k nej slovensky preklad od J. Hava3a.

Herkelova obrana vySla aj v podobe brozarky, ktord rozdavali poslancom
uhorského snemu. Podla viacerych indicii drzal nad jej vydanim ochranni ruku
ostrihomsky arcibiskup Alexander Rudnay, najvysSia autorita rimskokatolickej cirkvi
v Uhorsku.3 A. MatovCik i M. Vyvijalova zdbrazfiuji, Ze doteraz sa nepodarilo objavit’
tlaGeny exemplar obrany; vo svojom kniznom katalogu ho ale zaevidoval M. Hamuljak.

Najnovsie vSak na existenciu jedného takéhoto tlateného exemplara upozornuje
Rudo Brtan v slovenskom vydani diela Ethnographia Slavorum in Hangaria. Jan
Caplovi¢ ako autor pojal do svojej etnografickej préace, ktora este donedévna existovala
iba v rukopisnej podobe, aj sedemstranovy spis snazvom Az 1826-dik esztendei
Tudomanyos Gyiijteménynek folytatasardl valo jelentés rovid észrevételei. Pesten,
Fiiskati Landerer Lajos betidvel.4
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