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The ruins of Devin Castle have created a picture which has been inseparable from the
collective memory of the Slovaks, Hungarians and Germans/Austrians within two hundred
years. Devin reflects a construction of collective entitiens in Central Europe, in multiethnic
and multicultural area where the promotion of the principles of a national state was
accompanied by a variety of problems. The aim of the present study is to investigate the
origin of Devin idea, its development and specification. The author has been interested in
the ideas and symbols which participated in the formation of collective memory, she also
investigated which personalities or groups contributed to its origin. The role of institutions
and instruments in its construction cannot be neglected either. The author deals with the
time development of the formation and stabilization of the memorial place, as well as with
the Devin’s role in the context of other symbols in the reconstruction of collective (national)
identity during the two recent centuries.
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Ruiny hradu Devin tvoria vyraznu siluetu na kopci nad sitokom Dunaja a Moravy. Ide
0 obraz, ktory sa za poslednych dvesto rokov dostal do kolektivnej paméti obyvatel'stva
tohto (zemia a spaja sa s roznymi vyznamami. Je to miesto, v ktorom sa ,,pamét’ naroda
[.....] vzvlastnej miere kondenzovala, predstavovala alebo krystalizovala«.i Lenze
Devin je miestom, ktoré sa spaja s kolektivnou paméatou nie jedného, ale prinajmenSom
troch narodov - Madarov, Rakl$anov a Slovakov. V §irSom ponimani moézeme
sledovat’ Devin aj v pamati Cechov a Moravanov.

Devin odzrkadluje velmi zretelne konsStrukciu kolektivnych identit v strednej
Eurdpe, v multietnickom a multikultdrnom priestore, kde presadzovanie principov na-
rodného Statu a naroda zakonite muselo narézat' na problémy. Ak totiz ciel'om, ku kto-
rému nacionalny proces smeruje, je snaha vytvorit’ isty (jazykovo, kultirne atd’.) homo-
génny celok nazyvany narod, tak potom uz z principu sa tento celok len tazko mbze
identifikovat’ s rovnakym miestom pamati, na ktoré si robi naroky iny narod. Spravidla
sa totiz narody alebo iné spoloCenstva o miesto nedelia, aspor nie v rovnakom Case, ale
skor sa vzajomne z neho vytlacaju a usiluju sa ho obsadit’ pre seba.

Cielom méjho prispevku bude sledovat’ v prvej linii, ako Devin - miesto pamati
vzniklo, ako sa postupne tematizovalo a konStruovalo. Zaujima ma, aké idey, aké
symboly spoluvytvarali miesto pamati, aké osobnosti alebo skupiny ludi stali pri jeho
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