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The question of the imposition of state administration on the property of IBM
in Czechoslovakia in September 1952 is one of the still un-researched problems
of Czechoslovak — American relations in the period after the communists seized
power in Prague. It was retaliation for the blocking of a Czechoslovak rolling mill
in the USA and against the American suspension of most favoured national status
for Czechoslovakia in the framework of GATT at the beginning of the 1950s. For
decades, this retaliatory measure was part of a package of open economic and
financial questions in Czechoslovak — American bilateral relations. In this package
of open bilateral questions, the most important were: on the American side com-
pensation for nationalized property in Czechoslovakia, and on the Czechoslovak
side the return of 18.4 tons of monetary gold. Other questions, including state con-
trol of the property of IBM, were secondary and did not represent neuralgic points
in relations between the Soviet satellite and Atlantic superpower. Talks continued
for decades, although interrupted by periods of “silence”. The USA and Czecho-
slovakia reached a final agreement only on 29 January 1982.
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Medzi dosial’ neskimané problémy ceskoslovensko-americkych vztahov po prazskom
komunistickom prevrate patri otazka uvalenia narodnej spravy na majetok IBM v Ces-
koslovensku v septembri 1952. Islo o odvetny krok proti zablokovaniu ¢eskoslovenskej
valcovne v USA a proti americkému suspendovaniu dolozky najvyssich vyhod pre CSR
v ramci GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) na zaciatku 50. rokov. Toto re-
torzné opatrenie sa tak stalo na desat’roCia sucast'ou ,,balika“ otvorenych hospodarskych
a finan¢nych otazok dvojstrannych ¢eskoslovensko-americkych vzt'ahov.
Ceskoslovensky ,,pribeh* newyorskej firmy International Business Machines Corpo-
ration, ktora bola su¢ast’ou Morganovho koncernu, sa za¢al v roku 1927, ked’ v Prahe za-
lozila firmu, zapisant 13. januara 1928 v ¢eskoslovenskom obchodnom registri pod naz-
vom International Business Machines, obchod s komercnymi strojmi, spolocnost’s r.o..
Pocas okupacie bola tato firma ako nepriatel'sky majetok spravovana niitenym spravcom
a 12. augusta 1941 premenovana na Elektricke uctovacie a Statistické stroje, spolocnost
s r.o.. Po oslobodeni v roku 1945 bola rozhodnutim primatora hlavného mesta Prahy
28. juna 1945 (¢. 1809/45 Pres.) zriadena v podniku narodnéd sprava. Za narodného
spravcu bol ustanoveny uradnik spolo¢nosti Arnost Dudarek. Uvedeny pravny stav ,.Ces-
koslovenskej“ IBM sa vsak v kratkej dobe zmenil. V zmysle nového vymeru prazského
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