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The study identifies the notion of collective memory and, particularly, its crucial
elements that might be used as helpful research tools. It is based on the analysis of
a memory thematizing socio-cultural context and of the existing sociological theo-
ries. It also draws on the findings of memory and cultural studies and psychology.
The study identifies a total of 16 key elements (principles) of the collective mem-
ory concept, out of which the following are the most significant: a) understanding
memory as a tool to understand and explain the present, b) addressing both the
inner plurality of cultural memory and the plurality of cultural memories within a
society, ¢) making the difference between the cultural and communicative memo-
ry, d) considering the significance of individual memory, ¢) understanding memory
as narration, f) identifying the signification of schematic narrative templates.
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Dnes jiz v mezinarodnim méfitku existuje nepieberné mnozstvi teoretickych dél i em-
pirickych vyzkumd, které se zabyvaji kolektivni ¢i kulturni paméti stejné tak jako praci
recipujicich konceptualizaci paméti v teoriich a d&jinach socialné védniho mysleni.! Lze
konstatovat, ze koncept kolektivni paméti dnes vytvati uritou Skolu ¢i tradici social-
né-védniho badani, tradici, ktera spojuje klasiky socialné védniho badani s dnesnimi
autory a jejich vyzkumy. Ilustrativni je, ze ¢itanka The Collective Memory Reader z roku
2011 obsahuje 87 textd autord z nejriznéjSich oblasti humanitnich a socialnich véd od
Edmunda Burkeho, Alexise de Tocquevillea, Friedricha Nietzscheho, Sigmunda Freuda
a Karla Marxe ptes Karla Mannheima, Waltera Benjamina a Theodora W. Adorna k Mi-
chelu Foucaultovi, Peterovi Burkemu, Yaelu Zerubavelu ¢i Anthony Giddensovi.?
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