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When Czechoslovakia was founded, Slovaks and Rusyns became
state-forming nations with competences and ambitions they did not have
in pre-1918 Hungary. Having found themselves in this position, the
Rusyns, in 1919, requested a change in the name from the Czecho-Slovak
Republic (CSR) to the Czecho-Slovak-Rusyn Republic which, de facto,
reflected the actual situation after the Treaty of Saint-Germain was signed
in September 1919, when Subcarpathian Rus’ became part of the CSR.
Rusyns, however, faced radical rejection and were given an explanation
that Czechoslovakia had been internationally recognised as a new state
and it was under that name the country was referred to in the key peace
agreements, which was why any changes at that point were impossible.
In the CSR, Rusyns and Slovaks got into conflict over the contact territo-
ry (North-Eastern Slovakia) and the shared (administrative) border divid-
ing Slovakia from autonomous Subcarpathian Rus. The conflict started in
1919 and continued throughout the entire interwar period.
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Rozpad Rakusko-Uhorska a vznik Ceskoslovenska nepochybne patril v dejindch
dvoch narodnych spolocenstiev — slovenského a rusinskeho — k zlomovym uda-
lostiam, ktoré sa ich zdsadnym sposobom dotykali. V oboch pripadoch sa v no-
vom S$tate zmenilo ich postavenie — z utla¢anych slovanskych narodov v Uhorsku
sa takpovediac ,,z veCera do rana‘“ stali Statotvorné narody. V pripade Slovakov
to explicitne a navonok potvrdzoval aj nazov nového §tatu — Cesko-Slovensko,
resp. Ceskoslovensko. Rusini, ktori i napriek tomu, Ze pri porovnani so Slovakmi
vyrazne zaostavali vo svojom narodnom vyvoji, v novej situacii po pade staré¢ho
Uhorska nielenze uvazovali o r6znych formach svojej Statnosti, ale po rozhod-
nuti priklonit’ sa k ¢eskoslovenskému variantu aj ziadali, aby sa ich Statotvorna
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