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By presenting the most recent scholarship on the intense, although not 
turbulent, relations between Serbia on one side and Czechs and Slovaks 
on the other, this article aims to show how the unique experience of be-
ing on opposite sides during the First World War did not necessarily lead 
toward creation of animosities and controversies. On the contrary, it not 
only resulted in support, understanding and cooperationm but also led to 
the creation of new and deepening of existing liaisons in the decades that 
followed the first global conflict.
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Introduction
Connections between Serbs and Czechs and Slovaks before the First World War 
were intensive and numerous. They were equally intense on the cultural as well 
as on the economic level. We only have to mention the names of Konstantin 
Jireček, Pavel Jozef Šafárik and his nephew Janko Šafárik, all of whom during 
the 19th century left deep marks in the history of not only Serbs but also other 
Balkan Slavs.1 At the same time, many Czechs in particular were attracted by the 
possibilities to develop their businesses in the Principality of Serbia, at that time 
a small country still under Ottoman rule, but with a considerable level of auto-
nomy. Many of them came and settled there, so already in 1869 a Czech cultural 
association Česká beseda was founded in Serbia. The majority of Czechs and 
Slovaks lived ordinary life as small entrepreneurs, lecturers, engineers, physi-
cians, musicians, miners or civil servants. 
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